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MES2

2nd International Conference on
Mathematics Education and Society

Montechoro (Portugal), March 26-31, 2000

The First International Conference on Mathematics Ed-
ucation and Society took place in Nottingham, Great
Britain, in September 1998. We are now pleased to an-
nounce the 2nd International Conference on Mathematics
Education and Society.

The conference is promoted by the Centro Investigacao
em Educacao, Faculdade Ciencias, Universidade Lisboa —
CIEFCUL (Centre for Research in Education of the Fac-
ulty of Sciences of the University of Lisbon).

Aims of the conference

Education is becoming more and more politicised through-
out the world. Mathematics education is a key discipline
in the politics of education. Mathematics qualifications
remain an accepted gatekeeper to employment. And thus
managing success in mathematics becomes a way of man-
aging the employment market. Mathematics education also
tends to contribute to the regeneration of an inequitable
society through undemocratic and exclusive pedagogical
practices which portray mathematics and mathematics ed-
ucation as absolute, authoritarian disciplines.

There is a need for a wider discussion of the social and
political dimensions of mathematics education, for dissem-
inating theoretical frameworks, discussion of methodolog-
ical issues, sharing and discussing research, planning for
action and the development of a strong research network.

The MES2 Conference aims to bring together mathemat-
ics educators around the world to provide such a forum
as well as to offer a platform on which to build future
collaborative activity.

It is expected that topics discussed will be wide-ranging.
It is also expected that all issues will have clear and under-
pinning social themes. The papers and contributions will
be grouped under four headings:

— Politics of mathematics education

— Cultural and social aspects of learning mathematics

— Sociology of mathematics and mathematics education

— Alternative research methodologies in mathematics ed-
ucation.
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Structure of the conference

There will be plenaries, discussion groups, plenary re-
sponse sessions, paper presentations, and symposia. At
this stage we can confirm as plenary speakers Michael
Apple, Candia Morgan, Renuka Vithal, Peter Gates, Dy-
lan William and Robyn Zevenbergen. Themes that could
have been underrepresented in the last conference are pos-
sible ideas for symposia. The questions of gender, multi-
culturalism, racism and affect in relation to mathematics
education are some of the possibilities.

Proceedings
The accepted papers will be published on the MES2 web
site and in the Proceedings that participants will receive.

For further information please contact:
Joao Filipe Matos
Department of Education, Faculty of Sciences
University of Lisbon
Campo Grande, C1
1700 Lisboa — Portugal
Phone: +351 1 7500118
Fax: +351 1 7500082
E-mail: joao.matos@fc.ul.pt
Internet: http://correio.cc.fc.ul.pt/~jflm/mes2/mes2.html

Computeralgebra in Lehre, Ausbil-
dung und Weiterbildung

Schlof3 Thurnau/Bayreuth (Germany), 26.—28. April 2000

Die erste Tagung dieser Art fand vom 22.-25. April 1998

in Thurnau statt. Eine kurze Bestandsaufnahme finden Sie

unter
http://www.imn.htwk-leipzig.de/~koepf/thurnau.html.

Die Fachgruppe Computeralgebra (FG CA) der DMV
(Deutsche Mathematiker-Vereinigung), GAMM (Gesell-
schaft fiir Angewandte Mathematik und Mechanik) und
der GI (Gesellschaft fiir Informatik) organisiert diese
Tagung gemeinsam mit der GDM (Gesellschaft fiir Di-
daktik der Mathematik), der MNU (Verein zur Forderung
des mathematischen und naturwissenschaftlichen Unter-
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richts) und der Fachgruppe Didaktik der Mathematik der
DMV (FG DM).

Ziel ist es, den im ersten Treffen initiierten Austausch
zwischen den Kultusministerien, den fir die Fortentwick-
lung der curricularen Lehrplédne zustdndigen Instituten
und den Experten aus Wissenschaft, Lehre und Schule
weiterzufiihren. Wir erhoffen uns insbesondere wieder
Berichte iiber die in den einzelnen Bundesldndern statt-
findenden Lehrversuche und iiber geplante Lehrplanrefor-
men.

Fiir weitere Informationen wenden Sie sich bitte an:
Prof. Dr. Wolfram Koepf
Hochschule fiir Technik, Wirtschaft und Kultur Leipzig
Fachbereich Informatik, Mathematik und Naturwissen-
schaften
Postfach 66
D-04277 Leipzig
Telefon: 0341-307-6495
Fax: 0341-301-2722
E-mail: koepf@imn.htwk-leipzig.de
URL: http://www.imn.htwk-leipzig.de/~koepf

6. ACDCA Conference

Exam Questions and Basic Skills in
Technology - Supported Mathematics
Teaching

Portoroz (Slovenia), July 2-5, 2000

This conference is the sixth in a series of conferences
on technology-supported mathematics education initiated
by ACDCA (Austrian Center for Didactics of Computer
Algebra) following symposia in Krems (Austria) 1992,
Krems 1993, Honolulu (USA) 1995, Séar6 (Sweden) 1997,
and Gosing (Austria) 1999.

Purpose of the conference

Using computer algebra systems, dynamical geometry
software, or graphing calculators for teaching 12-18 year
old students is going to change the teaching methods, the
contents of what we teach, what we consider basic skills,
what abilities students have to obtain, and, last but not
least, the exams.

The goal of this conference is to bring together experts
in mathematics education (both researchers and teachers)
in order to enrich and enhance mathematics education by
sharing and articulating experiences, interpretations, and
perspectives from differing research and teaching view-
points.

Conference structure

The conference will include plenary presentations, intro-
ducing different aspects of the main themes, contributed
presentations, workshops, offering a more active par-
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ticipation, a forum of ideas, giving room for presenta-
tions of research studies, teaching practice or learning
material, working groups for the following topics: basic
skills/abilities and appropriate exam questions in algebra,
in calculus, and in geometry.

Topics for contributed presentations

— New ways of teaching and assessing mathematics

— Basic skills and abilities when using technology

— How to adapt traditional exam questions for a technol-
ogy environment

— Exams and exam questions when using technology

— Examples of computer-based mathematics texts, lec-
tures, training units, etc.

For further information please contact:
Vlasta Kokol-Voljc
Pedagoska Fakulteta
Univerza v Mariboru
Koroska 160
SLO-2000 Maribor
Slovenia
E-mail: vlasta.kokol@uni-mb.si
Internet: http://www.kutzler.com/acdca-00/
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